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TABLE I
Permeability of Intercellular Spaces in BMEC-Amnion Cultures to WGA-HRP
BMECs were plated on amnion (4 x 10° cells/cm2 of tissue) and cultured for the indicated times. After addition of WGA-HRP to the apical surface of the
BMECs for 5 min at 37°C (described in Materials and Methods), cultures were fixed and processed for electron microscopy. Intercellular spaces were scored
as permeable to WGA-HRP if they allowed the tracer to penetrate to the stroma beneath the cells or impermeable if they restricted its passage. Each thin
section scored was taken from a separate area of the culture; three to five thin sections were evaluated for each culture.
No. of impermeable junctions expressed as a percentage of total junctions scored for each area is given in parentheses.
= No. of impermeable junctions expressed as a percentage of the total junctions scored for each culture is given in parentheses.
759
Age of culture
d
Sample no. Area no.
No. of
Impermeable
intercellular spaces
Permeable Notsure
Total no. impermeable
junctions/total no. counted
4 1 1 19 (68)' 9 0
2 10(34) 14 5 48/117 (41)=
3 7(30) 12 4
4 12 (32) 21 4
2 1 35 (88) 4 1
2 17(85) 1 2
3 18(69) 3 5 87/106(82)
4 17(85) 2 1
8 1 1 23 (96) 1 0
2 35 (76) 9 2
3 26(96) 1 0 131/146 (90)
4 47(96) 2 0
2 1 22 (92) 2 0
2 19(95) 0 1 84/96(88)
3 18(75) 3 3
4 25 (89) 2 1
3 1 16(94) 0 1
2 21 (100) 0 0
3 11 (100) 0 0 108/111 (97)
4 28(93) 2 0
5 32 (100) 0 0
16 1 1 27(87) 4 0
2 29 (85) 4 1 81/100(81)
3 25 (71) 8 2
2 1 21 (57) 10 6
2 19(66) 8 2
3 14(48) 13 2 78/122(64)
4 24(89) 3 0
22 1 1 20(67) 7 3
2 12(60) 8 0
3 13 (45) 12 4 591102 (58)
4 14(61) 7 2
2 1 28(80) 6 1
2 11 (39) 17 0
3 6(30) 12 2 54/116 (47)
4 9 (27) 23 1